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Matthew 5:38-48 
 
The two men first met on May 13, 1981,  
  although you could hardly call it a meeting. 
    They never spoke. They stayed at a distance from each other. 
They met again 2 years later and this time it was a real meeting. 
   They sat face to face. They spoke. Some say it looked like they prayed. 
No one really knows but the two of them, and to my knowledge  
    the full extent of the conversation has never been revealed. 
But we do know this much.  
   In 1981, the first man, a member of the Turkish Mafia,  
    shot the second man, the leader of the Roman Catholic Church, 4 times.  
The second man of course is our patron, then pope, now St. John Paul II. 
   And of course the second meeting was the meeting the pope requested. 
      It took place in a Roman prison and the pope forgave Mehmet Ali Agca. 
Almost two years earlier he had asked us all to do the same. 
 
There is a man named Bud Welch.  
   Bud is an advocate against the death penalty.  
      He travels the country speaking out against its use. 
Until you hear his story, you might think, “No big deal;  
    lots of people are against the death penalty.” 
But for Bud it is personal.  
   His daughter, Julie, was killed on April 19, 1995, by Timothy McVeigh 
      who killed not only her but 167 other people as well when he bombed  
         the Federal Building in Oklahoma City. 
Not only did Bud Welch forgive McVeigh,  
  but later after McVeigh’s execution, he met with his father, Bill McVeigh. 
    They prayed together and wept over their lost children. 
 
You have heard that is was said, an eye for an eye and a tooth for a tooth, 
       But I say to you offer no resistance to evil. 
         If someone strikes you on the right, urn and offer the left. 
    You have heard that it was said, love your neighbor  
       and hate your enemies, but I say to you, love your enemies 
          and pray for those who persecute you. 
 
Jesus gives us no easy task this week. 
     He challenges us to go the extra mile, but not so much in our work 
        0r in our studies or even in our prayer life. 



 
No, he asks us to go the extra mile in mercy and forgiveness. 
    He asks us to go the extra mile especially when someone hurts us. 
       He gives us no easy task today. 
 
Sometimes, after someone has done something that hurts me, 
 Sometimes, after someone has done something that hurts someone I love, 
    Sometimes I catch myself wondering was Jesus really serious. 
I remember feeling that way after 9-11, wondering what those two  
   passages meant in light of that event. 
 
And each time I wondered that I kept coming back  
    to those plain and  simple words and not only to those words… 
      but to the actions that Jesus demonstrated over and over again. 
And in these actions, I think Jesus gives us some strategies  
   about how to deal with people when they hurt us. 
 
Several times in the Gospels the scribes and the Pharisees  
   are ready to kill Jesus…what did he do…he simply left.  
      He went elsewhere. He separated himself from a volatile situation. 
One example of this is found in Luke’s Gospel Chapter 4) 
   when he tells them that sometimes foreigners have more faith  
     than they do…  
It says, at that, they rose up 
   and led him to the brow of a hill intending to throw him off  
     but he passed through the midst of them and went away. 
 
Sometimes the best strategy is simply to walk away from the confrontation. 
   “But Fr. Tom…that makes me look weak… 
      But Fr. Tom …I know I’m right… 
        Fr. Tom…you just don’t understand what he did to me…” 
 
Perhaps that is true…but I do understand the words of Jesus, 
   You have heard that it was said… but now I say… 
 
One strategy is to simply walk away. 
   But that is not the only strategy… 
 
 
 



Another strategy takes place when Jesus can’t walk away. 
   It takes place as he hung upon the cross. 
      And that strategy is to pray for them. 
As he hung upon the cross, he prayed Father forgive them  
     for they do not know what they are doing. 
 
Sometimes when we are hurt,  
   the person may not even know that they hurt us,  
     and even if they do perhaps they don’t have the faith 
          to do things any other way. 
But we do…We do have the faith and we do have the example of Jesus. 
 
And we also have the example of Mary  
  who watched all these horrific things happen to her son,  
      but did not return in kind for what they had done to him. 
We find Mary at the foot of the cross and in no way does she lash out 
   to those who are mistreating her son… 
 
When someone hurts us, 
   When someone hurts someone we love, 
   To not return in kind…is perhaps the clearest sign of the level of our faith. 
 
You have heard that it was said…but now I say to you… 
 
Jesus gives us no easy task today… 
    Let’s pray that he also gives us what we need to live it out. 
 
 
  


